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ON TIPU SULTAN’S COINS 


Tipu Sultan, during the sixteen years of his rule over Mysor 
(a. V . 1782 - 99 ), adopted a policy of innovation which, however 
distasteful to his subjects, effectually served to distinguish his 
regime from preceding forms of government. Not content with 
assuming the sovereign title of Badshah, he spoke of himself as 
* the Resplendent Presence and designated his army ‘ the Holy 
Camp \ From mere caprice, it would seem, he altered the names 
of the grand natural divisions of his territory, calling the Littoral 
the Suba Tamm, or province bordered by the sea, the Highlands the 
Suba Taruna, or province of ranges of vision (?), and the Lowlands 
the Suba Ghabara, or province of the ground-level. In an Abstract 
of the Jam'bandi, or Revenue Assessments, prepared for the Mysor 
Commissioners by Captain Macleod in 1799, one column bears the 
heading 'Names given by Tippoo Sultaun to each Division or Fort’, 
which column contains no less than thirty-six entries— happily the 
next column exhibits ‘ the proper or ancient name of the Fort or 
District \ Under the influence of his passion for innovations Tipix 
changed the names of all the current weights and measures. In the 
army he introduced new words of command, new names for his 
regiments, new names also for their weapons. Indeed, as Kirmanx 
curtly states, 4 He invented new terms in all departments Aban- 
doning, as Akbar had abandoned before him, the orthodox Hijrl 
reckoning, Tipu instituted a new era, the Mauludi, dating from 
the Birth of Muhammad instead of from the year of the Flight. 
He adopted a new Calendar on the basis of the Hindu Sixty-year 
Cycle, but, rejecting the designations then in vogue of the several 
years and months, he devised for them new and fantastic names. 

This love of change is amply evidenced on Tipu’s coins, in their 
mint-names, their dates, and their denominations. To any one 
unfamiliar with his numerous innovations the decipherment of his 
coins becomes a sufficiently perplexing problem. In Lieut. Edward 
Moor’s Narrative of the Operations of Captain Little's Detachment , 
a work published in 1794, Appendix V is reserved for an 4 Explana- 
tion of the (two) Plates of Tippoo’s Coins, &c/ } hut nowadays, as 
one reads its pages, one can but smile at the valiant yet ludicrous 
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attempts to explain Tlpus then new-fangled terms. Marsden in his 
Numimiata Orientalia of 1825 shed much light on the subject, and, 
thanks to the labours of Hawkes (1856) and Thurston (1888) and 
Tufnell (1889), but little now remains to call for further research. 
Tlpu’s wayward caprice and strange conceits have certainly availed 
to constitute his coins a class by themselves, and thus for the student 
of Indian numismatics there attaches to them a quite unusual interest. 
In variety and beauty they are far and away the most noteworthy 
of the coins of Mysor. It is accordingly a pleasure to submit the 
following description of Tlpu’s coinage, indicating its salient features 
and embodying information gleaned for the most part from the 
published Catalogues of the Mysor coins in the museums at Madras 
and Bangalor. Grateful mention must also be made of the privilege 
accorded me of examining the large collections in the possession of 
Mr. F. J, Thanawala and Mr. C. E. Kotwal. Both these kind friends 
not only invited me to inspect their cabinets, but also lent nie all the 
coins that I selected for the making of casts. 

But here let me make a brief preliminary digression on the 
spelling of the name Tipu. Strange to say, Tipu with all his 
arrogance and vainglorying never recorded his own name on any 
of his many different kinds of coins, so for light on this moot point 
one must look elsewhere. On the title-page of Modr’s Narrative , 
and throughout that book, the name is written Tippoo, but on 
page 466 the author states : * In copying the impression of this 
article, or rather noting it from recollection, we wrote it wrong, for 
instead of T.eepoo we spelled his name jJ Tippoo , but have 
corrected it from the medal stricken by Louis XYI of France in 
honour of Tippoo’s ambassadors/ On the medal itself, as drawn 
on Moor’s Plate II, No. 1, the spelling is yJl Tipu. Again, on the 
monarch’s private seal, exhibited on Plate I, No. 1, the spelling is 
quite clearly j<wJ Tipu, Mr. L. B. Bowring in his Haidar A 1% and 
TipH Sultan (page 117, note 1) mentions that, ‘In the inscription on 
his tomb the name is written Tipu, and it is often so pronounced in 
Mysore’. He adds, however, ‘But on his seal it is unmistakably 
Tipu’. It would thus appear that the Sultan had more seals than 
one, and that on these the spelling of the name was variable. Yet 
the weight of evidence is strongly in favour of a ‘ long I’, a ‘long u’, 
one ‘ p and an initial ‘ T ’ that may be either the dental or the 
cerebral The resultant is thus either Tipu or Tipu. Gujarati 
writing adopts the latter of these two forms. The meaning of the 
name is still doubtful. Haidar, is, of course, the Arabic for 
‘ a lion ? but the assertion, frequently made, that the name of Haidar’s 
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son Tlpu Is the Kanarese for 'a tiger’ is, according to Bowring, 
'certainly erroneous’. 

In now proceeding to describe the coins issued by Tipii Sultan we 
shall treat first of the mint-towns, next of the coin-denominations, 
then of the new methods devised for dating the coins, and lastly we 
shall transcribe their legends. 

I. TIpu’s Mint-towns. 

The following are the mint-towns, arranged in Persian alpha- 
betical order, from which coins are known to have issued during 
the reign of Tlpu Sultan. 

1. XL Bangalur (Bangcdor ) : PL 1. 1. 

The original name Bengal-uru, ‘town of beans’, preserves the 
tradition that once the King Yira Ballala, alone and benighted, here 
found shelter in a solitary hut, and partook of the simple fare offered 
him, some bengalu, or beans boiled in water. Hence the village, or 
uni, which soon thereafter sprang up, received the name of Bengal- 
uru. Haidar 'All early in his reign rebuilt its fort in stone. Captured 
by the British in 1791, it was subsequently dismantled by Tlpu, but 
was restored in 1799. 

2. jz> Pattern : PI. I. 2. 

Pattan is but a shortened form of the full name l&rl-rahga-pattana 
(Anglice Seringapatam), c the town of the Blessed Ranga[-natha] 

A temple to Visnu as Ranga-natha, 6 the Lord of Sport was founded 
more than a thousand years ago on the island in the River Cauvery 
where Seringapatam now stands. In 1610 the Raja, of Mysor made 
this place his capital. The Marathas besieged it in 1771, and the 
British In 1792, and here Tlpu fell when the fort was finally taken 
by assault on May 4, 1799. 

3. Ad L $Jl» Khdliqabdd, the town ‘prospered of the Creator’: PL 1.3. 

Lieut. Hawkes in his Brief Sketch of the Gold , Silver , and Copper 
Coinage of Mysore , published in 1856, states that ‘ Khalekabacl was 
a name given by Tipoo to the town of Chendghaul near Seringapatam 
and this identification later writers seem to have accepted unquestion- 
ingly. In the preparation of this paper, however, it was my good 
fortune to solicit information from Dr. J. R. Henderson, Super- 
intendent of the Government Museum at Madras, who in subsequent 
correspondence supplied cogent reasons for attributing the coins from 
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the Kh aliqabad mint not to Chandagal, but to Dindigul. He very 
kindly permits the publication of the following interesting extract 
from a letter he recently wrote me : 

'As regards Khaliqabad the following is briefly my evidence for Dindigul. 
Kirmanl definitely states that the place was Dindigul, and, as this town — the 
3 cey to the Madura district — was of the greatest importance to Tipu, the identi- 
fication fits in with his general policy as regards mints. At the present day 
the coins are commoner in the Madura district than anywhere else, and of 
a number of Tipu s coins collected for me at Dindigul some years ago the 
majority were of this mint. It has always been a puzzle to me why Hawkes 
(who has been followed by other writers) decided on Chandagal, a tiny village 
close to Seringapatam, and situated near the south end of what was formerly 
the main ford for the island. Is it likely that Tipu would have a second mint 
so near his chief one 1 The dies of the coins — or at least those most commonly 
met with — were evidently cut by workmen ignorant of the characters, and this 
suggests Dindigul rather than Chandagal The coins were struck in 1215, 
1216, 1217, and 1218 (of the Mauludi era). The last year is, so far as I 
know, recorded only by Marsden and Weyl, and I am not very sure of it, 
though it is not impossible. Tipu visited Dindigul in 1217 (a.d. 1788), and 
the place was finally taken by Colonel Stuart in 1790/ 

This concise statement by Dr. Henderson sets forth the arguments 
clearly, and to my mind quite convincingly, in favour of the identifica- 
tion of Khaliqabad with Dindigul. I may merely add that the four 
years during which the Khaliqabad coins are known to have been 
issued, 1215-18 Mauludi, correspond to a. d. 1786-9, and throughout 
these four years Dindigul was in Tipu’s possession. Captured by 
Colonel Lang in 1783, the town was restored to Tipu by the Treaty 
of Mangalor in 1784, and from that time till 1790 it remained a part 
of his dominions. 

The Kirmanl to whom Dr. Henderson refers is the Mir Hussein 
AH Khan Kirmani, whose History of the Reign of Tipu Sultan , a con- 
tinuation of the Nishani Haidarl, was translated by Colonel W. Miles 
in 1864. The full title of the Persian original is j 

jfJ cJy Jjji y Regarding Tipu's innovations it is stated on 
page 88 of that Translation : 

4 The names also of a number of forts were changed in the same 
manner; — as for instance; — Chitul Droog was called Furrokh Tab 
Hissar ; Gootti, Fyze Hissar ; .... Koorg, Zufurabad ; Kalikote, 
Islamabad; Dindigul, Khalikabad ; . . . . Mysore, Nuzzurbar; — and 
in this manner in all matters new terms, or new inventions, were 
introduced/ 



7 


THE COINS OF TIPU SULTAN 

Against assigning the Khaliqabad coins to Chandagal we note — 

(a) its comparative insignificance— Chandagal would seem to have 
been a village rather than a town ; 

(h) its close proximity to the capital Seringapatam, a city con- 
taining the mint that was by far the most active of all during Tlpu’s 
reign, while yet another mint, that of Nazarbar (Mysor), was distant 
only some nine miles : 

(c) the absence, so far as I can learn, of any evidence corrobo- 
rating Lieut. Hawkes’s attribution. 

On the other hand, in favour of identifying the mint-town 
Khaliqabad with Dindigul we would emphasize — - 

(a) the strategic importance of this town, dominating, as it did, 
the passes that led into Madura from the Coimbator country ; 

(b) the coarse lettering of the Khaliqabad coins, just such as 
might be expected at a mint situated on the remotest southern 
confines of the Mysor kingdom ; 

(c) the agreement of the dates on these coins with the short 
period during which Dindigul was occupied by Tlpu’s forces ; 

(cl) the fact that the f find spots * are, for the most part, in the 
Dindigul district; 

(e) Kirmams explicit statement that Dindigul was one of a 
number of forts whose names were changed by Tipu, and that the 
new name given it was Khaliqabad. 

In view of these considerations one may with complete confidence 
accept Dr. Henderson’s identification of Khaliqabad with Dindigul, 

4, Khivitr&hed-smvad, the c sun-blackened ’ place : PL I. 4. 

Both Moor and Marsden regard this name as an appellation given 
by Tipu to the town Dharwar. As to the meaning of the terra, Moor 
quaintly says, £ “ the sun”, prefixed to which sign signifies 

blackness, darkness, riches, population, &c., may be supposed to have 
a variety of meanings : suvjad means also the circumference ; and 
possibly the inscription may be translated “ Stricken on the sun’s 
circumference ”, alluding to the circular figure of the die. We are 
not clear whether does not also signify light or splendour; 
therefore we may give the word divers meanings; but should not, 
perhaps, among them, hit upon that which was intended / 1 


1 E. Moor. A Narrative of the Operations of Captain Little's Detachment , p. 478, 
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5. j\ v U>3 Dhdrunr : PL 1. 5. 

This fort, said to have been founded in 1408 by an officer named 
Dhar Rao, was in 1778 taken from the Marathas by Haidar "All, and 
was in 1791 retaken by the British. The Dharwar (gold) coins seem 
to have been struck only in the year 1216 of the Mauludi era, and 
the Khwurshed-sawad coins, in gold and in silver, only in the two 
following years. 

6. obi Salamabad, 'the city of peace ! : PL I. 6, 

This is the town Satyamahgalam, situated on the bank of the 
Bharanl River in the Coimbator District. Here in 1790 Tlpu fought 
within twenty-four hours two engagements with the British troops 
under Colonel Floyd. 

Thurston reads the name as Islamabad, but the coins figured both 
in his and in TufnelFs Catalogues show only three alifs, not four. 
Also in Captain Macleod’s Jam'bancli Abstract the new name of 
Satyamahgalam is entered as Salamabad. 

7. Ai\ /h Zafarabad , 'the city of victory PL I. 7. 

In Macleod’s Abstract this name is assigned to the fortress of 
Gurramkonda, ‘ horse-hill an important stronghold in the Vayalpad 
ta'alluga of Cuddapah (Karpa, Krpa). The Imperial Gazetteer of 
India states that in the seventeenth century the governor of this 
town was privileged to coin money. The fort came into Haidar 'All’s 
possession in 1768, but three years later his general surrendered it to 
Trimbak Rao. Tlpu, however, recaptured it in 1773. Captain Read 
assaulted and gained the lower fort in 1791, but the citadel held 
out till the peace of the following year, when the place was ceded 
to the Nizam. In 1800 it, -with the rest of the district of Cuddapah, 
was transferred to British rule. 

Possibly, however, the Zafarabad of Tipu’s coins may be Merkara, 
the chief town of Coorg. Recounting the events of 1782, Kirmani 
states that Tlpu Sultan entrusted the entire government of Coorg 
to Zein al Abidin Mehdivi, and s gave him strict orders to displace, 
imprison, and punish all the rebellious and seditious people of that 
district; and the capital of that Souba, which was before called 
Murkera, was named Zuffurabad ’ (Miles’s Translation , p. 80). Further 
on in his History , Kirmani more than once refers to the fort under 
this name. Merkara remained in Tipu’s possession till 1790, when 
it again passed into the hands of the Raja of Coorg. The only 
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Zafarabad coins of Mysore known to me bear date 1216 and 1218 
A. Mauludi (a.d. 1787 and 1789). and in these years both Gurram- 
konda and Merkara were subject to Tipu. Hence the coins could 
have been struck at either of the towns. According to the Imperial 
Gazetteer (XI. 13 and XVIL 292) Merkara’s new name was JaTarabad, 
and it just may be that Kirmani, while writing his history, faultily 
recalled this name as Zafarabad. 


8. Farrukh-yab Hisar , * the felicitously acquired castle ’ : 

PL I. 8. 

The double-pice coins exhibit along with the name this epithet 
Dar al Sultanat. The mint-name has been commonly read as Farrukh- 
bab Hisar, * the castle of the fortunate gate but the evidence supplied 
by the coins themselves favours on the whole the reading with ydb, 
as also does Macleod’s Abstract , though in this item otherwise 
egregiously blundering. It gives ‘Tarrock Yeal Hissar * as Tlpu’s 
new name for ‘ Chittledroog \ Miles in his, translation of Kirmani 
transliterates the name as Furrokh Yab Hissar. Why Chitaldrug 
( = Chhattrikaldurga, * umbrella-rock ’) was designated ‘the castle 
felicitously acquired , finds perhaps its explanation in the intrigue 
that issued in the reduction of the fort. Bowring thus relates the 
strategy that effected its surrender : — 

4 Haidar returned to Mysore in 1 779 to wreak his vengeance on the Palegar 
of Chitaldrug, who had failed to co-operate with him in the recent struggle. 
The chief made a gallant resistance, but having in his service 3,000 Musalman 
soldiers, Haidar found means to corrupt them through the agency of a holy 
fakir, who resided near the town. Madakeri Nayak, finding that he was 
betrayed, was obliged to throw himself on the mercy of Haidar, who, after 
plundering the place, despatched the Palegar and his family to languish in 
prison at Seringapatam/ 1 

9. Jys FarmtkM, ‘ happiness * : PL I. 9. 

This place, now known as Ferokh, is situated on the south bank 
of the Bey pur river, seven miles from Calicut city. Tipu in 1788 
made a determined effort to establish here a ‘New Calicut * that 
should rival the older capital, but the attempt proved ineffectual 

1 L. B. Bowring, Haidar Ali and Tip®, Sultan , p. 74. 

B 
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10. jl*>. ^9 Faid Hisar , e the citadel of grace ? : PL I. 10. 

It was Tipu's name for Gooty (Gutti), a town famous for its 
hill-fortress in the Anantpur District. Large booty 1 was secured 
by Haidar 'AH on his capturing the lower fort in 1775. The designa- 
tion £ Citadel of Grace J points possibly to the local tradition which 
tells how during the siege the tanks of water on the summit of the 
hill were dried up by enchantment, a circumstance which was 
treacherously communicated to Haidar by one of the inmates of 
Morari Rao’s Zanana. 2 In 1799 Gooty was besieged and taken by 
General Bowser from TlpiTs Killadar. 


11. jf Kallkut or Kal'lkut (Calicut), for Kolikod, ‘cock-fort’: 

PL I. 11. 

This town owes its name to the legend that the site originally 
given as a grant to the Zaraorin comprised as much land as a cock 
crowing from Talli temple could be heard over. Pillaged by Haidar 
in 1773, and again by Tipil in 1788, Calicut was occupied by the 
British in 1790. Two years later it passed by the Treaty of Seringa- 
patam under the control of the East India Company. According 
to Kirmani, Kalikut was given the new name Islamabad, but no coin 
is known bearing this name, as distinct from Salamabad. 


12. j\>J& Namrbar , ‘ scattering favour 3 : PL I. 12. 

In Macleod’s Abstract this name is assigned to Mysor. Con- 
firmatory evidence is supplied by Stuart, who in his Memoirs of 
Tippoo Sultaun states, ‘ Tippoo resolved to destroy every monument 
of the former government, to which end he caused the ancient fort 
and city of Mysore to be razed, and removed the stones of the 
temples and palace to a neighbouring hill, where he laid the founda- 
tion of a new fort, which he named Nuzerbar ’. 3 According to 
Buchanan this name was given to the fort 5 from, its being situated 
on a place commanding an extensive view *. Wilks in his Historical 
Sketches of the South of India (III. 2) adds the quaint note, * I have 
been assured by two of Tlpu’s secretaries that he meant to intimate 

1 Can this 4 large booty ’ have been the origin of the name Faid Hisar, Marsden’s 

f castellum abundantiae 1 ? 

3 For this tradition see A Gazetteer of Southern India , published in 1855, by 

Pliaroah & Co., of Madras. 

3 Charles Stuart’s Catalogue and Memoirs of Tippoo Sultaun , an Addendum to The History 
of Ryder Shah , by M. M. D. L. T., Edition of 1855, p. 271. 
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by this name, tc the place visited by the eye of the Almighty ”, an 
evidence, as I apprehend, of his imperfect knowledge of the language 
in which he wrote 

IS. Nagar , ‘ the city 9 : Pi. I. 13. 

Fifty-five miles west of Shimoga, this place was in the seventeenth 
century the capital of the Keladi kings, and the name it then bore 
was Bidaruru or Bidanur (Bednur), 'bamboo town 9 . By reason of 
its rapid growth it early gained the name of Nagar, c the city 
and Haidar, after his conquest of the place in 1763, designing to 
make it his capital, called it after himself Haidarnagar. The fort 
and town surrendered in 1783 to the British under General Matthews, 
but soon thereafter this unfortunate officer with his entire force 
capitulated to Tlpu Sultan. Here Haidar established a mint, which 
in its activity was second only to that at Pattan (Seringapatam). 
Along with Pattan and Farrukh-yab Hisar, Nagar too bore the 
epithet of Dar al Saltanat. 1 

14 (?). There is yet one other mint, though a very doubtful one, 
which Moor read as Be-nazir, £ the Incomparable \ On the coin 
figured on Plate II in Appendix V of Moor’s Narrative the name 
is written thus : — . 

In describing this coin Moor states that he learned on the spot 
that this name had been given to Hooly Honore, 'but 9 , he adds, 
' why Tippoo should call Hooly Honore “ Incomparable 
is to us incomprehensible 9 . This place is close to the village of 
Kudali, which is held sacred since situated at the Confluence (Kudal) 
of the rivers Tuga and Bhadra, where these unite to form the 
Tungabhadra. 

According to the published Catalogue the Bangalor Museum 
contains 184 of Tlpu’s coins (A" 42; Al 25 ; M 117), and the Madras 
Museum 105 (N 21 : Al. 13 ; M 71), the total in the two Museums thus 
amounting to 289 {N 63 ; M 38 ; M 188). The following Table shows 
how many of these coins (in each metal) come from each of the 
fourteen mints, and thus, indirectly at least, serves to indicate their 
relative rarity : — 

1 A single specimen— a half-anna silver piece— -is known on which the epithet 
Bar al Saltanat is present, but unattached to the name of any mint-town, Fig. 24. 
In all probability this coin was struck at Pattan or Nagar or Farrukh-yab Hisar 
(Chifcaldrug), .y.: . 
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No. 

Mint-town 

Metal 

Total Number 

Name given by Tlpu 

Name now in vogue 

S 

M 

M 

of Coins 

1 

Pattan 1 . . . . 

Seringapatam . . 

26 

37 

91 

154 

2 

Nagar 1 . . . . 

Bednur .... 

18 

— 

25 

43 

3 


Bangalur .... 

— 

— 

17 

17 

4 

Farrukhi .... 

Ferokh .... 

5 

— 

10 

15 

5 

Faicl Hisar . . . 

(rooty . . . » . 

— 

— 

15 

15 

6 


Kalikut .... 

7 

— 

6 

13 

7 

Farrukh-yab Hisar 1 

Chitaldrug . . . 

— 

— 

13 

13 

8 

Khwurshed-sawad . 

Dharwar .... 

3 

1 

1 

5 

9 

Khaliqahad . . . 

Dindigul .... 

1 

— . 

2 

3 

10 

Nazarbar .... 

Mysor ..... 

— 

— 

3 

3 

11 

Salamabad . . . 

Satyamangalam . . 

• — 

— 

3 

3 

12 


Dharwar .... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

13 

Zafarabad .... 

Gurramkonda , . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

14 

Be Nazir (?) . . . 

Hooly Honore . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 


No name of Mint-town ..... 

1 

— 

— 

1 



Total 

63 

38 

188 

289 


Thus, so far as one can judge from the cabinets at Bangalor and 
Madras, Tlpu’s coins were struck in gold at seven mints, at Pattan, 
Nagar, Kalikut, Farrukhi, Dharwar, Khwurshed-sawad, and Khali- 
qabad, but in silver at only two, Pattan and Khwurshed-sawad. 

II. The Names oe Tipu’s Coins. 

In addition to the gold pagoda and fanam and the copper coins of 
the earlier Mysor currency, Tlpu caused to be struck coins of various 
denominations in all three metals, gold and silver and copper. He 
gave to each a special name of his own devising, which name is often 
present on the coin itself. In the Mysor Gazetteer Lewis Rice has 
given a list of the names applied to Tipu’s Gold and Silver Coins, 
but many of these are merely the designations by which the different 
types were known locally or by the sarrafs. Such, for example, are 
the gold Sultan! hun, the aval and duyam Sultani hana, the Nayar 
and Dhoti and Sayad Sale, and in silver the Nokara or double rupee 
and the Sultani Rupayi. These bazar-names need not engage our 
attention, but obviously it is desirable that one be familiar with all 
the names that are present in any of the coin-legends. Of the names 
of this class we now record a complete list. 

1 This town also bore the honorific epithet Bar al-Saltanat, 
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A. Gold Coins. 

1. The Muhr or Ahmadi, PL 1. 14. 

Ahmad, meaning 4 more (or most) praised 5 , is just a variant form of 
the name Muhammad. 

2. The Half-muhr or Sadlql, Jbx* : PL I. 15. 

Sadiq, ‘just ", f true’, is suggestive of the special 4 virtue 3 accredited to 
Abu Bakr, the first of the four Khalifas. Compare the marginal legend 
on seine of Shir Shah's coins, (Thomas, Chronicles of the 

Pathan Kings of Delhi, p. 396). 

3. The Quarter-muhr or Faruqi, : PL I. 16. 

This denomination corresponds to the better known ‘pagoda 3 , 
equal to Rs. 3-| approximately. 

jj ; U ‘ timid 3 is the title associated very especially with 'Omar, the 
second Khalifa, 

4. The lowest denomination of Tipu s gold coins is the Fanam, or 

one-tenth of a pagoda, and thus about one-fortieth of a muhr. 
To this small coin Tipu gave the name of Rahuti, but neither 
that term nor Fanam is present in the coin-legend : PL 1. 17. 

The term Fanam, or according to its Dakhim form Falam, 
jJj, is supposed to be derived from the Sanskrit (or possibly Dravidian) 
pana , iflf, a piece of copper equal in weight to that of the manjadi 
seed. See Elliot, Coins of Southern India , pp. 47-9. 


B. Silver Coins. 

1. The Double-rupee or Haidari, : PL 1. 18. 

This large coin may have been thus named by Tipu in honour 
of his father. More probably, however, the origin of the term may 
be found in the fact that Haidar, ‘ a lion was the epithet of 'All, 
alike the fourth Khalifa and the first Imam. 

2* The Rupee or Imami, PI* 1. 19. 

The word Imam means ‘exemplar 3 , ‘leader 3 , and the Imams of 
the Shfa sect are e AH and eleven of his descendants 
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8. The Half-rupee or 'AbidI, : PI I. 20. 

This coin derives its name from the fourth of the twelve Imams, 
‘All Zain al * Abidin, ^Lll Jz, c Ali the Ornament of the Servants 

(of Allah). 

4. The Quarter-rupee or Baqirl, ur yb : PI. I. 21. 

The fifth Imam was Muhammad al Baqir,yUI jl*ss% Muhammad the 
Great, whence the name assigned to this coin. 

5. The Two-anna piece or Ja'farl, : PI I. 22. 

This coin’s name was taken from that of the sixth Imam Ja'far 
al Sadiq, j-iUliy**., Ja'far the Just. 

6. The One-anna piece or Kazimi, : PL II. 15. 

Musa al Kazim, ^15^1 Musa the Silent, was the seventh Imam, 
and it is his title that attaches to this coin. 

7. The Half-anna piece or KhidrI, c $ ^ : PL II. 16. 

While, as we have just seen, all the other denominations of Tipu’s 
silver coins take their names from the Imams, this tiny silverling 
has received its special designation from Al Khidr, { the green 
one’, a mysterious personage of Muslim hagiology, who, having 
discovered and drunk of the fountain of life, is said to be still alive 
in the flesh. 

C. Copper Coins. 

1. The Double-pice (=40 cash). 

(a) Prior to the year 1222 of the Mauludi era (a.d. 1798-1794) 
Tipu’s double-pice was known as an 'Othmani, which name at 
once relates it to 'Othman, the third Khalifa : PL II. 1. Compare the 
gold coins Sadlqi and Faruqi, A 2 and A 8. 

(h) In the Mauludi year 1222 the name of this double-pice was 
changed from 'Othmani to Mushtari, from al Mushtarl, f the 

planet Jupiter’ : PI. II. 2. 

2. The Pice piece or Zohra, ijq ( = 20 cash). 

This coin has thus a name identical with that of the planet Venus. 
On the pice from the Pattan mint the term Zohra is spelled as 
above, PL II. 3 ; but on those from the Nagar mint as \*\ Zohra* 
PL II. 4. 
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3. The Half-pice or Bahrain, (=10 cash): PL II. 5. 

This is also the name of the planet Mars. 

4. The Quarter- pice or Akhtar,^! ( = 5 cash) : PL II. 6. 

The same word Akhtar is the Persian for ‘ a stark 

5. The Eighth of a pice or Qutb, uJsS ( = 2f cash) : PL II. 7. 

The c pole star J is also called Qutb. 

The largest and the smallest coins of this series (the 'Othmani and 
the Qutb) seem to have been first struck in the MauludI year 1218, 
or a. D. 1789-1790. 

The Double-pice weighs about 340 grains, and the lower denomi- 
nations in copper are, as to weight, its aliquot parts (§, §, or T x ¥ ). 

From the above list it is evident that in choosing names for his 
gold coins Tipu laid under contribution the names of the Khalifas, for 
his silver coins the names of the Imams, while for his copper coins he 
adopted the names of certain of the heavenly bodies. 


HI. The Date-indications on Tipu’s Coins. 

In order to understand the strange devices adopted by Tipu for the 
dating of his coins one should have fresh in memory the two systems 
of numeration known as the Abjad and the Abtath. Of these 
accordingly we shall first give a brief description. 

The nine units, the nine tens, and the first four hundreds make in 
all twenty-two different; numbers. The letters of the Hebrew alphabet 
are also in all just twenty-two. Now according to the £ Abjad * system 
the above twenty-two numbers are assigned consecutively to the 
twenty-two Arabic letters that correspond to those of the Hebrew 
alphabet. Arabic, however, contains six letters that are wanting in 
Hebrew, namely (in their alphabetic order) cn th 9 £ Ich, 3 dh, d t 
]o z s and g gh, and to these, in the Abjad system, are assigned consecu- 
tively the last five hundreds (500-900), and, last of all, the number 
one -thousand. 

In the Abtath system, on the other hand, the same twenty-eight 
numbers (nine units, nine tens, nine hundreds, and one-thousand) are 
assigned consecutively to the twenty-eight letters of the Arabic 
alphabet arranged alphabetically. 
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The following table shows the value of each Arabic letter In these 
two systems : — 


Abjad 

Numerical j 
Value 

Abtath 

Abjad 

Numerical 

Value 

Abtath 

5 i 

1 

i ’ 

$ u*» 

. ! 

60 

4 

h M 

2 

v a 

t 

70 

h i 

(Heb. g) j £ 

3 

uy $ 

(Heb. ]>) f 1 * 

80 

h 2 

d s 

4 

th 

? u° 

90 

t ' 

h s 

5 

£ ^ 

<1 6 

100 

t* 

w j 

6 

c * 

r j 

200 

uJ f 

z J 

7 

c — 

sll Ji 

300 

6 <7 

* c 

8 

^ cl 

t uy 

400 

a! h 

t h 

9 

5 dh 

th 

500 

J * 

y (j 

10 

j r 

M t 

600 


k e) 

1 20 

j z 

dh 3 

700 

a n 

* J 

30 

u* s 

4 {j# 

800 

j W 

m p 

40 

(J* §h 

z h 

900 

* h 

* a 

50 

\j js § 

gh t 

1000 

ls y 


The names given to these two systems, Abjad and Abtath, are 
derived from the first four letters in each series : thus Abjad, is 
composed of 1 , u, and and Abtath, of t, ey, The 
Abjad system sometimes receives the longer name of Jaa, 
abjad hawtvaz hutti , built up, it will be seen, of the first ten letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet. 


The Jovian Cycle, or Barhaspatyam Manam, so called because 
corresponding roughly to the period of five revolutions of the planet 
Jupiter, consists of sixty solar years, to each of which has been assigned 
a separate name. According to the Telinga reckoning, that obtains in 
South India, the not inconsiderable difference between one twelfth 
part of a single revolution of Jupiter and one year is disregarded, so 


THE COINS OF TfPU SULTAN 17 


that the Jovian and the solar years are held to he exactly the same, 
and thus the sixty names of the Jovian years become simply the 
appellations of as many solar years. 

Now Tlpu Sultan succeeded Haidar, his father, as ruler of Mysor 
on December 7, 1782, hence his 1st Regnal year corresponded, in the 
main, with the year whose vernal equinox fell in A. d. 1783, or with 
the year 4884 of the Kali Yuga. Rut by the Telinga reckoning the 
1st Jovian Cycle began twelve years before the Kali Yuga, so that 
by A. D. 1784 in all 4896 Cyclic years had expired. Rut 4896 = 
(81 x 60) 4* 36, and accordingly in Tipus 1st Regnal year the 87th year 
was running of the 82nd Jovian Cycle. This 37th year already bore 
the Sanskrit name of SsSubha-krt, but Tlpu preferred to invent new 
names for the sixty Cyclic years, names which, in accordance with the 
Abjad system, would serve to indicate the number of each year in its 
Cycle. Thus this 87th year he called Jjj zaM/ pure’, inasmuch as 
in the Abjad scheme j =7, d = 20, and y? = 10, whence Jj = 7 
+ 20+10 = 37. 

Similarly the 2nd Regnal, or 38th Cyclic, year was named Jjl azal, 
‘ beginningless eternity 9 , since 1 = 1, j =7, and J = 30. 

So, too, the 3rd Regnal, or 39th Cyclic, year was given the name 
jk jalau , ‘ splendour 5 ( ^ = 3, J = 30, and ^ = 6) ; and the 4th 
Regnal, or 40th Cyclic, year the name jh dalv, 1 the sign Aquarius 9 
(i = 4, J = 30, and j = 6). 

Thus for the first four years of Tlpu’s reign we have the following 
correspondences : — 


Death of Haidar *Ali : Dec. 7, 1782 = 1 Muharrara, A. ir. 1197, or the New 
Year’s Day of 1197* 

R. Y* 1 = a. i). 1782-1783 = a. h. 1197-1198 = Cyclic year 37 or 


2= „ 

1783-1784 = „ 

1198-1199 = 


38 or JjU 

3= „ 

1784-1785 = „ 

1199-1200 = 


39 or jk. 

4= „ 

1785-1786 = „ 

1200-1201 = 

■ 5* 

40 or jh . 


In his 5th Regnal year Tlpu introduced another change in the 
nomenclature of the Cyclic years. He now assigned them names 
that, in accordance not with the Abjad but with the Abtath system of 
reckoning, indicated their position in the Sixty-year Cycle. Thus the 
5th Regnal year, being the 41st of its Cycle, was called ska (= shah) 
i a king \ since in the Abtath scheme + 1 equals 40 +1. In conformity 
with this new conceit the last thirteen years of Tlpu’s reign were given 
the following names : — 


c 
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H ska, 4 a king ' = 40 + 1 = 41 (of Cycle); 
sard, 4 fragrant ’ = 30 + 1 + 16+1 = 42; 
sardb, 4 a mirage * = 30 + 10 + 1 + 2 = 43 ; 
bi shitd, 4 winter ' = 40+ 3+ 1 = 44; 

Si zabarjad, 4 a topaz ’ = 20 + 2+10 + 5 + 8 = 45; 
js?*- sahar , 4 dawn ’ = 30 + 6 + 10 = 46 ; 

L» sahar, 4 a magician ' = 30+1 + 6 + 10 = 47 ; 
rdsikh , 4 firm ’ = 10 4- 1 + 30 + 7 = 48; 
shad, 4 joyful ’ = 40+1 + 8 = 49; 

hirdsat, 4 a guard ? = 6+10+1 + 30 + 3 = 50; 
jL sdz, 4 concord ? = 30+ 1 + 20 = 51; 
c^bU» shaddb, 4 moist ’ = 40 +1+8+1 + 2 = 52; 

(jAli bdrish, 4 rain 5 = 2 + 1 + 10 + 40 = 53. 

The same 5th Regnal year that witnessed the supersession of the 
Abjad by the Abtath scheme of reckoning in connexion with the 
nomenclature of the years also ushered in a change in their actual 
numbering. The coins of the first four years of the reign had been 
dated according to the Hijri era, but now in its place an era of 
Tipu’s invention, known as the Mauludi, was adopted. 1 It was not, 
however, till some seven years later, or till the 12th Regnal year, that 
the term Mauludi itself was admitted on these coins. This 

new era Tipu dated from the year not of Muhammad’s Flight but of 
his Birth, 2 which was held to have taken place in a.d. 571. 3 As the 
years of this era are solar, the conversion from the Christian to the 
Mauludi era is effected simply by subtracting 571. Thus the 5th 
Regnal year of Tipu, being a.d. 1786-1787, is A. Mauludi 1215-1216. 
Accordingly we now arrive at the following synchronisms for the 
years of Tipu’s reign after the first four : — 

1 On some coins, but they are very few, of Tipu’s 5th Regnal year the Hijri 
reckoning was still continued, and thus on these coins the year as entered is 1201, 
and not the Mauludi 1215. 

9 

2 In Arabic jJj = to give birth to, of which the nomen patientis is . Hence 

the era dating from Muhammad’s birth bears the name of Mauludi. 

3 ‘There are various opinions as to the exact date (of Muhammad’s birth). 
M. Caussin de Perceval says it was August 20, 570. M. de Sacy fixes it at April 20, 
571 ; but Perceval’s date seems to be fairly correct.’ E. Sell, Life of Muhammad , 
p, 7, note 1. 
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Regnal Year 

Anno Domini 

Anno Mauludl 

Cyclic Year 

5 

1786-1787 

1215-1216 

li 41 

6 

1787-1788 

1216-1217 

42 

7 

1788-1789 

1217-1218 

i lJ\jm 43 

8 

1789-1790 

1218-1219 

Li 44 

9 

1790-1791 

1 219-1220 

45 

10 

1791-1792 

1220-1221 

46 

11 

1792-1793 

1221-1222 

j* L 47 

12 

1793-1794 

1222-1223 

gAj 48 

13 ' 

1794-1795 

1223-1224 

jU 49 

14 

1795-1796 

1224-1225 

50 

15 

1796-1797 

1225-1226 

jL 51 

16 

1797-1798 

1226-122 7 

cjUIw 52 

17 

1798-1799 

1227-1228 

53 


Tipu died on. May 4, 1799, or 28th Dhudkqa'da, a.h. 1213, 

The figures indicating a Hijri year are on Tlpu’s coins written in 
the usual way from left to right, thus i t<u = 1198 (PL II, 14). On 
some coins of the 5th Regnal year, that is to say of A. Mauludl 1215, 
and on a very few of the following year, A.M. 1216, the same order 
of the digits is maintained, thus mo and mi, But in the course 
of the year 1215 this order was reversed, and from that time onwards 
till the end of Tlpu’s reign the digits of any numerals entered on his 
coins read from right to left. Thus the Mauludl years 1215, 1216 
are written cm (PL 1. 10), im, and the 10th Regnal year is written 
not i . but It may here be noted that coins of the Mauludl. years 
v m and aim are common, but during the five years from till rm 
the copper coins were issued only sparingly, and for the most part 
from the Patian mint. 


Yet one more innovation remains to be recorded. As though 
making a fresh start, Tipu in the fourteenth year of his reign, 
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A, Mauludi 1224-1225, caused the first letter of the Arabic alphabet, 
cdif, to be impressed on his copper coins. In the following year the 
impressed letter was the second, or ba, the next following year it was 
the third, or ta, and in the last year of his reign it was the fourth or 
thd. Hence we have the following correspondences for Txpu’s last 
four Regnal years : — 

R. Y. 14 = A. Mauludi 1224-1225 
„ 15= „ 1225-1226 

„ 16 = ,, 1226-1227 

„ 17= „ 1227-1228 

Both Mr. Thanawala and Mr. Kotwal have several specimens, all 
of the Faid Hisar mint, on which, though the letter is »_>, the Mauludi 
year is entered as 1224. 

For the twelve months of the year Tlpu invented two sets of new 
names. The first ten months had names assigned them of which the 
initial letters were in one set the first ten letters of the Abjad, and 
in the other set the first ten of the Abtath, series. Of the names 
of the eleventh and twelfth months in the Abjad group of month- 
names, the first two letters represented 11 and 12 , with the unit 
letter (either I or v) to the right of the ten (is): thus 11 = < 5 ! 
and 12=^). But this order of the two initial letters is reversed 
in the names of the eleventh and twelfth months devised for the 
Abtath group, so that now 11 = 1 ; and 12 = This reversed order 
of the letters thus answers to the reversed order of the digits which, 
as we have already seen, is characteristic of the numerals recorded on 
Tipu a coins in and after his 5th Regnal year. The following are the 
two sets of names assigned to the twelve months. 

In the Abjad system : — 


1 = 1 and Ahmadi, stands for the 1st month. 


2 = cj and Bahdrl , 

?> 

„ 2nd „ 

3 = £ and (jjiixs* J afar\ 

}> 

M 3rd ;j 

4 = 3 and ^b Ddra’i, 

n : 

» 4th „ 

5=5 and Hashiml , 

ii 

„ 5th „ 

6 = j and Wdsel, 

» 

„ 6th 3 j 

7 = j and Zabarjadi, 

5 ) 

„ 7th „ 

8 = ^ and Haidarl 

35 

» 8th „ 

9 = sb and Tulu% 

33 

9th „ 

10 = is and Yusafi. 

J> 

sj 1 0th j, 

11 = 104*3 = (jl and Ezidl, 

' ? 5 

Hth „ 

12 = 10+2 = and ^L.3 Bayddl , 

>) 

,, 12th „ 


= Letter Year I : PL II. 6. 
= „ ^ : PL II. 4. 

= „ ^ : PL II. 5. 
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In the Abtath system 

1 = 1 and Ahmadi , . stands for the 1st month. 


2 = +> and ^ Bahari, 

>3 

33 

2nd „ 

3 = and JiS Taqi , 

s» 

35 

3rd .. 

4 = and ls;A Thamari, 

n ' 

3) 

4th „ 

5 = ^ and Jdfarl , 


JJ 

5th „ 

6 = ^ and t. SjS*p* Haidarl , 


33 

6th „ 

7 •**■*- and Jutsr az- 1 <, 


■ 33 

7 th ,, 

8 = o and Dim, 

3s 

33 

8th „ 

9=3 and t jjSTs Dhdkirt, 

>3 

33 

9th „ 

10 = j and Bahmdni , 

3? 

33 

10th „ 

11 = 1 + 10 = \j and Rdzl, 

5 * 

33 

11th „ 

12 = 2 + 10 = and JRabdni, 

' 3J 

>3 

12 th „ 


Some coins, PL 1. 14, all of them struck after Tipu's adoption of 
the Abtath system, bear on the reverse the words — 

tSjty. pyv* JL» 

which, literally rendered, read — 

Date of enthronement : the year Sakh, 3rd of Bah ari. 

Now Bahari is the name of the second month of the year, and ^ in 
the Abtath reckoning 1 stands for 37. Hence, it would seem, these coins 
tell us that Tipu ascended the throne on the 3rd day of the 2nd 
month of the 37th Cyclic year. According to Marsden, each Cyclic 
year began * about the vernal equinox 5 , and thus 3 : ii ; 37 would be 
just 33 days later than 'about 9 March 20, 1783. Marsden himself 
held that this date of accession corresponded to May 4, 1783, e at 
which period Tippu was flushed with the victory recently obtained 
over a British army on the Malabar coast 9 . It is noteworthy that 
on this very day, May 4, sixteen years later (1799) Tipu lost his 
life, attempting to withstand the British assault on Seringapatam. 

IV. The Legends on Tfpu’s Coins. 

In treating of the legends we shall describe first those on Tipu’s 
gold coins, his earlier pagoda and fanam, his later muhr and half-muhr 
(A, B, C, D), and next those on his silver coins, the double-rupee, the 
rupee, and the five smaller denominations (E, F, G, H, K, L, M). On 
the copper coins the legends, it will be seen, consist of little more 
than the date, the mint-name, and, in the later issues, the distinctive 
name of the coin itself. 

1 According to the Abtath scheme, ^ - 30 and + = 7, hence sakh, f beads 
. of glass '« 80 + 7 - 37. ^ 
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A. The Pagoda or Faruqi : weight 51*5 grains approximately. 
TYPE 1. Years: A. Hijii iMv-ir,, : PI. II. 14. 

Mint: Nagar. Metal: Gold. 


Obverse Reverse 

On a granulated field in a lined ^ yt 

circle and ring of dots UaLJl 

— 

-r* 5. J? l,u 

J distil 


Obv. ^ (Haidar’s initial) ; r (Begnal year) ; (mint). 

Rev, mu JAaslI ^IkLJI 

He is the Sultan, the Just, Hijrl year 1198. 

Note. The obverse of the pagodas of Tlpu’s 1st Begnal year, a.h. 1197, 
seems to have borne no mint-name. 


TYPE 2. Years : A. Mauludl \ n& and o i r i , also (Dharwar) 1 1 n : Pl. 1.5. 
Mints: Pattan, Nagar, Dharwar. 

Metal: Gold. 

Obverse 

As on Type 1 , but year o . 


Rev , dirt ^ JdLil jjlkLJI j*> s+s? 

Muhammad! He is the Sultan, the Just ; Year 1215. 

Inasmuch as the date here entered, 1215, is that of the Mauludl era, the 
term Hijri, present on Type 1, necessarily disappears. But, as though indica- 
tive of the Sultan’s continued loyalty to the prophet, the name Muhammad is 
now inserted, and is assigned a dominant place on the top line. Begarding 
this newly-introduced word Marsden writes, ‘ It seems intended to stop 
the murm tilings of those to whom the exclusion of the Hijrah could not fail to 
give occasion of scandal, and who might have begun to suspect their sovereign 
of heterodoxy. In fact there is little reason to doubt that had he reigned 
longer, and enjoyed the leisure of peace, he would have attempted to establish 
a new religion and to assume a character beyond that of a temporal prince/ 

It is interesting to compare with this innovation on Tlpu’s part Akbar’s 
action both in superseding on his coinage the Hijrl by the Ilahl era and in 
promulgating the Ilahl Din. 


Reverse 

(jlUuJl 
L_*J1 
«i/i i 
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Note L On the Pattan pagodas of this type the obverse reads, the 
nun of Pattan coalescing with the loop of the he. 

Note 2. On Dharwar pagodas the mint-name, is written not to the 

left of — but below it*: PL I. 5, 


TYPE 3. Years : A . Mauludl rri-im : PL 1. 10. 

Mints : Pattan, Nagar. Khwurshed-sawad. 
Metal: Gold. 


Obverse 

Within a lined circle and ring of 


Reverse 


Obv. (= pagoda) ; jso (mint); ^ (Haidar’s initial) ; i (Regnal year). 

Rev. 1 1 r i JAJ1 x^j)\ ^IkLJl 

Muhammad! He is the Sultan, the Unique, the Just ; Year 1216. 

This Reverse legend thus differs from that of Type 2 merely by the one 
word now added the Unique. 

Note L On the Pattan Faruqls the nun of Pattan on the Obverse 
coalesces with the loop of the he. 

Note 2. The Khwurshecl-sawad Faruqis exhibit a somewhat modified 
arrangement of the obverse legend. Thus : — 


&\j.M jtjs* 

V 

Here the representing Haidar, has been transferred to the top line and its 
loop made to coalesce with the ye of FaruqL 

B. The Fanam : weight 5'2 grains approximately. 

TYPE 4. Years : A. Hijri i iw-ir. . : PI. 1. 17. 

„ A. Mauludl mo (or oiri)-rrri. 

Mints: Pattan, Nagar, Kallkut, Farrukhi. Khaliqabad. 
Metal: Gold. 

Obverse Reverse 

Within a lined circle and ring of ill* hi* 

dots v* or 


C 
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Obv, ^ (Haidar s initial). 

Rev* i iU or i ! *u ^13 

Note 1. On Farrukhi Fannins neither %^p nor jl* is present. Thus the 

entire Reverse legend reads simply 1 !' [. 

*SP 

Fate 2. %^p is absent from the Kallkufc and ^ from the Khaliqabad 

Fanams. Thus the Reverse legends read 

1 ! ^ A 

(Kalikut Fanam) ; 

jQs 

and M (Khaliqabad Fanam). 

< m 

U. >j ‘O 


C. The Muhr or Ahmad! : weight 211 grains approximately. 
TYPE 5. Years: A. MauludI a i r 1 , <hri : PL 1. 14. 

Mint : Pattan. Metal : Gold. 


Obverse 

AifrShl 


Reverse 


uV*" P 

O — **■> I 

tmmijoO ^ 

\p*3j 

aim 

kw J Lwj 


Obv. 


Rev. 


A 

pt** O**#! p 

a 1 r 1 .ja <>> hw jJL* [p?- 

a ,m£*u ^*ai ^ JU» 2?^^' 


06??. Muhammad ! The religion of Ahmad 1 is illumined in the world by the 
victory of Haidar : 

An AhmadI struck at Pattan : the (cyclic) year Shita (44), the (MauludI) 
year 1218, 

Rev. He is the Sultan, the Unique, the Just, 

Date of accessions the (cyclic) year Sakh (37), the 3rd of Bahaii ; Regnal 
year 8. 


1 4 The religion of Ahmad’ may mean 4 the religion of Muhammad \ or * the 
religion most praiseworthy \ Here, of course, the phrase stands for { Islam 
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Note. The Mauludi year 1219 corresponds to the Cyclic year (45), 
and accordingly on the Ahmadls issued in this year the term is substituted 
for hSt (44). 

D. The Half-muhr or Sadiql: weight 106 grains approximately. 

TYPE 6. Year: A. Mauludi nri, vt n (PI. 1. 15); aim. 

Mint : Pattan, Nagar. Metal : Gold. 

Obv, As on Type 5 but with slight variation in the arrangement of the 
words of the legend. Also for read JbXo 3 for hw (44) read (43), 

and for aim read v m. 

Rev. As on Type 5, but Regnal year v . On Tlpu's rnuhrs and half-muhrs 
that have hitherto been catalogued occur in all four Abtath names of Cyclic 
years, ^ (37), (43), (44), and (45). 


E. The Double-rupee or Haidari : weight 350 grains approximately. 

TYPE 7. Years: A, Hijri i nx, im, ir.,,6iri 
Mints : Pattan, Kalikut (PL II. II), Nagar. 


Obverse 


PL II. 10. 
Metal : Silver. 
Reverse 




c. 




ylUJl 








i r. 




i JL? 


***** y 


h 


Obv. 


Rev . 


r 9 ^ 


! r ♦ * ,Jbw cp-%* 

^ W1 1 1 UsLwi 1 ySb 

P -X" jb 

The religion of Ahmad is illumined in the world by the victory of 
Haidar: 

Struck at Nagar: the (Cyclic) year Dalv (40), the Hijri year 1200. 

Rev. He is the Sultan, the Unique, the Just : 

the 3rd of Baharl, the (Cyclic) year Dalv (40), the Regnal year 4. 

Note. Instead of the jh (40) in this issue of 4-1200, the Double-rupee of 
2-1198 has ^1 (38), that of 3-1199 has (39), and that of 5-1215 b Bha, 

D 
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TYPE 8, Years : A. MauludI i i r i , v i n, a i r i , \ i r\ , . m : PI, I, 18. 
Mint: Pattan,, Metal: Silver. 


Obverse 

CIa— 1 

■ c ■, f ■■■■..— 

TI.M 

cP'v 

Ok 1 , ^ 

C J " 


Reverse 

^IkLh 

j.l&. 1 ,-,***j 

:.§J, jp J^sT* 

■1 ! I* J -JU.O J U*» C— 


Rev, 


J-iixll (jlkLM.ll 

1 <-!**> «£«■* Jhu> LTJ^ £ 


Obv. Muhammad! The religion of Ahmad is illumined in the world by the 
victory of Haidar : 

A Haidari struck at Pattan : the (Cyclic) year Sara (45), the (MauludI) 
year 1216. 


Rev. He is the Sultan, the Unique, the Just. 

Date of accession : the (Cyclic) year Sakh, the 3rd of Baharl, Eegnal year 6. 
Rote. Instead of the (42) in this issue of 6-1216, the Double-rupee of 
that of 7-1217 has ^ (43), that of 8-1218 has Isi, (44), and that of 9-1219, 
(45). 


F. The Rupee or Imami: weight 174 grains approximately. 

TYPE 9. Year: A. Hijri ir.. : PI. II. 12. 

Mint : Pattan. Metal : Silver. 

Obv. Same as Type 7. 

Rev. • Same as Type 7. 

TYPE 10, Years: A. MauludI *i m , vtn, Atrj, him, rrrs, o r r i : 

PL I. 19 ; II. 13, 17. 

Mints : Pattan, Khwurshed-sawad . 

Metal: Silver, 

Obv. Same as Type 8, but ^U! instead of jd-o*. 

Rev. Same as Type 8. 
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Note 1. The obverse legend of the 7-1217 Khwurghed-saw^d Imamz is 
arranged thus:— 


& 






J 


SJ y*> *» . . 

) S ^ £*} crV 
vir* JLw &*.£* 

vl r I JLu jy* 

Note 2. The Imamls issued in 6-1216 bear the cyclic year l^L (42) PL 1. 19 } 
in 7-1217 (43), PL II. 13, in 8-1218 \ai» (44), Pl. II. 17, in 9-1219 

J-fyjj (45), in 10-1220^sf- (46), and in 13-1223 jb (49). 

G. The Half-rupee or 'Abidi : weight 87 grains approximately. 
TYPE 11. Years : A. Mauludi cm (PL I. 20 ; obv. of Type 7), 

vl r i, Air i, mi, . rn, rrri. 


nn. 


Mint: Pattan. 

Metal: Silver. 

Obverse 

Reverse 

wUs.* 0 

/ j* 

cAt" 5 ** p 

ejlUJI 

O ». \ 

A — *s. 




(jrfola. Jibe!) 
df " ■ ' 


ci r i 




hj* ***** 


Ohv. 




Cl****! jC 

c i t* i rS,Mj , liwwii i y?*vA£ 

Rev, d lx! 1 juvo^ll JdzU\ 'jpiit 

c ^k c ,JLuj yyl^ j|h# : 

Ohv . Muhammad! The religion of Ahmad is illumined in the world by the 
victory of Haidar : 

An 'Abidi struck at Pattan : the (Cyclic) year Sha (41), the (Mauludi) 
year 1215. 

Rev, He is the Sultan, the Unique, the Just. 

Date of accession : the (Cyclic) year Sahh (37), the 3rd of Bahari. Kegnal 
year 5. 

Rote, The 'Abidls issued in 6—1216 bear the Cyclic year \jL> (42), in 7-1217 
v]r* ( 43 X in 8-1218 lb (44) in 9-1219 (45), and in 12-1222 U, (48). 

On Tipu’s double-rupees, rupees, and half-rupees that have hitherto been 
catalogued occur in all three Abjad and eight Abtatjh names of Cyclic years. 
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The Abjad three are Jjl (38), jL. (39), and jh (40), and the, Abtath eight 
g* (37), (42), (43), bi (44), ^ (45), (46), ^ (48), and 

(49). 

H. The Quarter-rupee or Baqirl : weight 41 grains approximately. 
TYPE 12. Years: A. Mauludi im, viri. Am, irri, rm, f*rn : 


PI. I. 21. 

Mint: Pattan. 


Obv. 

Rev. 


Obverse 

Ijj UaLw) I "jjSb 

v i r i 

^ JA*!| ^ji 


Metal : Silver. 
Reverse 




OH c 


v i r i 


JoIrJI ^UaJLJl 

^ <-.■**** 

Obv. Muhammad ! He is the Sultan, the Unique, the Just, the (Mauludi) 
year 1217. 

Rev. Baqirl : (Regnal) year 7 : ^ : Pattan. 

Note. The Baqirl issued in nri bears the Begnal year i, that in a i r j the 
Begnal year a, and that in i m the Begnal year 1 1 

K. The Two-anna piece or Ja'farl : weight 19 grains approximately. 
TYPE 18, Year: A. Mauludi i m, rm, rm, cm : PL I. 22. 
Mint : Pattan. Metal : Silver. 

Obverse Reverse 

? m 




Obv. 

Rev. 




Obv. Muhammad S The (Mauludi) year 1221 ; struck at Pattan. 

Rev. A Ja'farl of the Regnal year \ ? 

L. The One-anna piece or Kaziml : weight 10 grains approximately. 
TYPE 14. Y ear : A. Mauludi im, rm, t*m, cm : PI. IL 15. 
Mint : Pattan. Metal : Silver. 

Obverse Reverse 

Same as Type 1 3. Same as Type 1 3, but ^h&lnstead 

Of 
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M. The Half-anna piece or Khidri : weight 5 grains approximately. 

TYPE 15. Year: A. Mauludi rrr* (?) : pi. n, 10 , 

Mint : Dar al-Saltauat. 

Metal: Silver. 

Obverse Reverse 

oAAJl r i 

It is worthy of special note that, while Tipu’s own name is not to 
be found on any of his coins, they also lack the name of the regnant 
Mughal Emperor, Shah 'Alam, of* whose paramountcy they furnish no 
acknowledgement whatsoever. Indeed Major Dirom in his Narrative 
of the Campaign in India states, 4 Tippoo is the first Mahomeddan 
prince who, since the establishment of the Mogul empire, has dis- 
claimed the authority of the king of Delhi, or great Mogul, and who 
has presumed to impress coins with only his own titles \ But Tipu 
presumed still further, for having struck these coins, so suggestive of 
an independent sovereignty, he had the audacity to send a number of 
them as an offering to the Emperor. What precisely were the coins 
he tendered on this occasion we do not know, but doubtless they 
would include his muhr and his double-rupee, both of them handsome 
pieces, broader and heavier than any current in Shall 'AlanTs own 
dominions. However, as might well have been anticipated, the 
Emperor took offence at the new coin-legends, whereupon Tipu * pre- 
tended that he had merely sent the coins in order to ascertain His 
Majesty’s pleasure about them, and offered an apology for the affront \ l 

The Copper Coins of Tipu Sultan bear only very meagre legends. 
The coins themselves may be grouped in two classes, (A) those struck 
in or before the Mauludi year 1228, and (B) those that were issued in 
the last four years of the reign, A. Mauludi 1224-1 22 7. Class A includes 
the copper coins dated any of the years A. Hijrl 1197-1200 or A. 
Mauludi 1215-1223. . 

The Obverse exhibits an elephant, "which, on the double-pice, is 
supporting a flag, PL 1. 1 ; with but few exceptions, the date is entered 
in figures on the Obverse, and may be accompanied by the word ^ . 
The double- and single-pice that issued from the Pattan mint during 
the Mauludi years 1222 and 1223 may also bear on the Obverse the 
word PI. II. 3, or the full expression 

The Reverse legend records simply the mint-name (with or without 
the honorific epithet Dar al Saltanat) preceded by to which may 
be added, on coins struck in or after A. Mauludi 1218, the distinctive 

1 L. B. Bo wring, Haidar Ati and Tipu Sultan, p. 212. 
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denomination of the coin, as or (later) <. or } 

and u-As* On several A kh tars that issued from the Faid Hisar mint 
the denomination was (wrongly) entered as Bahrain. 

Class B contains the copper coins dated any of the four MauludI 
years 1224, 1225, 1226, and 1227. This class is thus co-extensive 
with the ‘ letter 5 coins. 

The Obverse exhibits besides the characteristic letter (1 or v or o 
or cS) an elephant and, on the double-pice, a flag : PI. II. 18. A few 
quarter-pice from the Faid Hisar mint have on the Obverse over the 
elephant both the letter uy and the year i r r i . 

The Reverse indicates 

(a) the denomination of the copper piece, 

(b) the mint-name with and occasionally with its honorific 
epithet, 

(c) and the date in figures, the unit digit being in a few specimens 
severed from the other three. 

Double- and single-pice and one specimen of a half-pice bear on the 
Reverse the added words ^ or alone. 

The most striking feature of all Tipii’s copper coins is the elephant- 
on the Obverse. Invariably this animal is represented as standing, 
but in different attitudes. On some coins it is shown trumpeting, on 
others with one foot upraised, on yet others as bearing a banner : on 
some it faces the right and on others the left. As is well known, 
gaja~pati, e the lord of elephants is a term synonymous with 
Raja or King, and Tlpu, with his dominating passion for sovereignty, 
readily favoured the presence on his coinage of this significant 
elephant-symbol. In his Goins of Southern India Sir Walter Elliot 
states, f The cognizance adopted by the Kongani dynasty, in addition 
to the bow of the Clidras, was an elephant, and was taken with much 
propriety from that noble animal, the principal haunts of which in the 
south are the hills and forests of Kongu-desa \ 

The Wodeiyar dynasty of Mysor (c. a.d. 1578-1733) seems to 
have inherited from the Kongus and Chdras this cognizance of the 
elephant, which was maintained throughout the period of the 
Muhammadan usurpation by Haidar and Tlpu (a.d. 1761-1799). As 
Elliot says, 1 ‘ Even Tlpu, notwithstanding his love of innovation and 
contempt of everything Hindu, continued to use it on his copper coins, 
many of them large and handsome, which are still frequently met with’. 

Why the elephant should be represented on some of Tipu’s coins 
as facing the right and on others the left, it is difficult to say: 
possibly this variation may be due merely to the die-sinker’s whim 
ait the moment of his engraving the dies. An examination of the 
1 W. Elliot, Coins of Southern India , p. 105. 
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coins to determine which exhibit the elephant to right and which 
to left gave the results embodied in the following table : — 


Facing 

Mint 

Year 

Right 1 

All mints . . 

A. Mauludi 1224, 1225, 1226, 1227. 

A. Hijri 1199, 1200; A. Mauludi 1215, 1218. 

Right 

Kallkilt .... 

Left 

Balamabad . . 

A. Mauludi 1216, 1217, 1218. 

Left 

Kliwurghed-saw ad 

A. Mauludi 1217. 

Left 

Nazarbar . 

A. Mauludi 1216. 

Left 

Re-Nazir . . . 

A. Mauludi 1217. 

Left 

Zafarabad . . . 

A. Mauludi 1216, 1213. 

Left 

Raid Hisar . . 

A. Mauludi 1215, 1216, 1217, 1218, 1219. 

Eight 

35 

A. Mauludi 1222, 1223. 

Left 

Khali qabad . . . 

A. Mauludi 1215. 

Right 

33 

* 

Right 

Farrukhyab Hisar 

A. Hijri 1201. 

Left 

S3 

A. Mauludi 1216, 1217, 1218, 1219. 

Right 

FarrukhT . . . 

A. Mauludi 1216, 1219. 

Left 

33 

A. Mauludi 1217, 1218. 

Right 

Bangalur . . . 

A. Mauludi 1215, 1216 . 

Left 

33 

A. Mauludi 1216 , 1217, 1218, 1219. 

Right 

Nagar .... 

A. Hijri 1197-1201 ; A. Mauludi 1215, 1216, 
1217 , 1218 . 

Left 

33 

■ ' ■ ■ . ' ' . 

A. Mauludi 1217 , 1218 , 1219, 1220, 1221, 1222, 
1223. 

Left 

Rattan .... 

A. Hijri 1200, 1201 ; A. Mauludi 1215-1223. 

Right 


A. Mauludi 1217 , 1218 , 1221 , 1222 , 1223 . 


Noth. — Oil some of the coins bearing date the italicized years the elephant is represented 
as facing the right, on others as facing the left. 


It is a pleasant duty to acknowledge the assistance I have 
received, while writing this article, from many friends. My own 
collection of Tipus coins is only a small one, but embarrassment 
on this score was all obviated by the extreme kindness of: Messrs. 
F. J. Tirana wala and C. E. Ivotwal of Bombay, each of whom placed 
unreservedly at my disposal his large collection. Dr. J. R. Henderson, 
who has made a special study of Mysor coins, in most courteous 
response to my many inquiries, supplied me with much valuable 
information. He was also so good as to send me casts of no less than 
twenty-six coins in the Madras Museum. Mr. Anantasamirao, 
Curator of the Museum at Bangalor, exceeding all I could venture to 
ask, sent me in place of casts two of the actual coins from the 
Museum under his charge. Here in Ahmadabad my young friend, 
Mr. Nadir Shah Talati, a student of Gujarat College, most obligingly 

1 My cabinet contains a pice from the Nagar mint bearing \ (alif), and thus of the 
Mauludi year 1224, on which the elephant faces the left. Similar half-pice are also 

.known,,.; ^ > / -v a— - -a: V a r-:: v" > 
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made for me quite a number of excellent easts : also Mr. Minoeher 
Homji, Professor of Persian at the same College, rendered me much 
appreciated help in the explanation of technical terms. To all these 
gentlemen I desire to express my grateful thanks. With the exception 
of PI. 1.5, 12 ; II. 2, 5 (Madras), 11.16 (Bangalor), II. S (Kotwal), and II. 9 
(Thanawalla), the reproductions are from coins in the British Museum. 

List of Coins illustrated. 


Name of 
Year 


No. Metal 


Bangalur 
Pattan 
Klialiq abaci 

Khwurslied-sawad 

Dharwar 

Salamabad 

Zafarabad 

Farrukh Yab Hisar 
Farrukh! 

Faid Hisar 
Kaliktit 
Nazarbar 
Nagar 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Nagar 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Pattan 

Dar al-Saltanat 

Nagar, Dar al-Sal. 

Pattan, Dar al-Sal. 
Pattan 
Nagar 
Nagar 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Nagar 
Nagar 
Faid Hisar 
Nagar 
Kalikut 
Pattan 
Pattan 
Pattan 

Pattan, Dar al-Sal. 


(Half-pice) 

(Pice) 

(Half-pice) 

(Pice) 

(Pagoda) 

(Pice) 

(Half-pice) 

(Pice) 

(Pice) 

(Pice) 

(Pice) 

(Half-pice) 

(Pice) 

Ahmad! 

Sadlq! 

Faruq! 

(Fanam) 

Haidar! 

Imam! 

‘AbidI 

Baqir! 

J afar! 
Kazim! 

^ KhidrI 
'0 thin am 
Mush tar! 
Zdkra 
Zohra 
Bah ram 
Akhtar 
Qutb 
(Pice) 

(Double- rupee) 
Z!5hra 
(Pagoda) 
(Double-rupee) 
(Rupee) 
Imam! 
Imam! 
Mush tar I 


Shat a 
Sarah 


Sha 

Dalv 

Sarah 

Shita 

Ba 


GEO. P. TAYLOR, 


Ahmadabad : June 24, 1918, 
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